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On the first record of Pig eye shark, Carcharhinus amboinensis
(Muller & Henle, 1839) from Karnataka
The pig eye shark, Carcharhinus amboinensis is arequiem shark found in tropical waters between
latitudes 260 N and 260 S, from the surface to 150m.
On 4th November 2006, a pig eye shark was
caught by a trawler operating off Mangalore at a depth
of 60-80m. This species is recorded for the first time
On an unusual heavy landing of Koth, Otolithoides biauritus
(Cantor, 1850) at Arnala, Thane, Maharashtra
Arnala landing centre of Thane district is one ofthe major mechanized landing centres of
Maharashtra where about 375 dol-netters are operated.
Two types of dol-netters, viz, single day fishing and
multi-day fishing units are operated from here. Single
day fishing units are of small mesh size in the range
of 15 to 25 mm and are locally called as dolkar. Multi-
day fishing units are with nets of large mesh size
ranging from 60 to 70 mm and are locally known as
paplate jal / karli jal. On 19-10-2006, one-multiday
dol-netter landed 2810 Kg. of Koth, Otolithoides
biuaritus.
in Karnataka waters.
Total length of the shark was 2m, weighing 500kg.
The specimen was a pregnant female shark which was
caught during night operation. The morphometric
characters are given in the Table 1.
D.G. Jadhav and C.J. Josekutty,
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Landing of thresher sharks at Chennai
Six numbers (four males and two females) of thethresher shark Alopias pelagicus of total length
ranging from 243-294 cm and weighing 50-60 kg each
Shoba Joe Kizhakudan, S. Rajapackiam and S. Rajan,
Madras Research Centre of Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai
were landed by gill nets at Kasimedu fish landing
centre in Chennai on 12-07-2007.
S.D. Kamble, Sujit Sundaram, Miriam Paul Sreeram and J.D. Sarang, Mumbai Research centre of
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai.
Plate 3. Hirundichthys oxycephalus (Bleeker, 1852)
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First record of crangonid shrimp Pontocaris lacazei from
deep sea off Chennai coast
Asingle female specimen of a rare crangonidshrimp, Pontocaris lacazei commonly known as
'hardshell shrimp' was obtained on 26-10-2006 from
trawlers which operated off Chennai in the depth range
of 150-200m.
The specimen measured 36mm in total length
and 12mm in carapace length. The salient
morphological characters observed are: rostrum
rounded; three rows of spines on carapace; 4 spines
on lateral border of carapace; first and second
abdominal segments with sharp ridge ending in a spine
anteriorly; third and fourth segments with a sharp ridge;
fifth and sixth segments with two ridges; telson pointed,
a little shorter than uropods. This is first record of the
species from Chennai coast. Earlier it was recorded
from Marquesas (French Polynesia) from a depth of
300 metres.
On15-11-06, an unprecedented catch ofCoryphaena hippurus was landed at Sassoon
Dock landing center by gill-netters. The catch was
made by 3 gill netters on a four day voyage, operating
Bumper landing of Dolphin fish (Coryphaena hippurus) by gill netters
at Sassoon Dock, Mumbai
surface drift nets of mesh size of 80-120 mm at a depth
of 40-50 m off Jangira - Murud, about 60-70 km south of
Mumbai. There were no juveniles in the catch. The entire
catch was auctioned for Rs. 3,53,520/-.
First record of Pontocaris lacazei from deep sea off Chennai coast
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Table 1: Morphometric characters of C. amboinensis
landed at Mangalore Fishery Harbour.
Morphometric Characters Measurements
(cm)
Total length 200
First Dorsal Fin length 47
Second Dorsal Fin length 19
Pelvic Fin length 41
Anal Fin length 20
Caudal Fin length 38
Pectoral Fin base length 27
Dorsal Fin I base length 39
Dorsal Fin II base length 16
Anal Fin base length 13
Pelvic Fin base length 15
Inter-narial distance 22
Distance from Snout to Dorsal fin I 93
Distance from Snout to Pectoral fin 66
Distance from Dorsal Fin I to free tip 12
Distance from Dorsal Fin II to Precaudal 22
Eye diameter 2.5
Inter orbital distance 29
Gill slit I 11
Gill slit V 15
Gill slit to snout 53
